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A Survey on the Mourning Customs of Iranians in the Early
Centuries of Islam

tahmineh raisolsadat?

Abstract

The mourning customs are one of the most significant cultural and social issues of
different societies in history that knowing of them could be useful to understand the cultural
and social history and belief system in the society. In the early centuries of Islam, Iranian
society was transferring from a belief system and culture of Zoroastrianism to the Islamic one.
Therefore, the mourning customs, as a part of the cultural-religious rituals in everyday social
life could be an explicit criterion in order to understand the beliefs and cultural development
of the society. This research was carried out by using a descriptive- analytical method and
base on the primary sources and texts. According to this research finding, the mourning
ceremony, in some aspects like the funeral and burial, wearing special clothes and elegy, etc.,
inclusively belonged to the Iranians themselves and its origin turned back to Iran before Islam,
but in terms of beliefs and the mourning rituals, these ceremonies were held in conformity
with Islam. However, it should be mentioned that one can see differences in the mourning
ceremonies of various social groups based on their political, social and financial position.
Keywords: Funeral and Burial, Mourning for Influential People, Tearing Clothes Three

days’ mourning, Mourning Clothes, Elegy.
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